I[saiah 9:1-2

INevertheless, there will be no more gloom for
those who were in distress. In the past he humbled the
land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, in the future
he will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the
sea, along the Jordan —

’The people walking in darkness
have seen a great light;

on those living in the land of the shadow of death,
a light has dawned.



[saiah 9:3-4
3 You have enlarged the nation;
and increased their joy;
they rejoice before you
as people rejoice at the harvest,
as men rejoice when dividing the plunder.
4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat,
you have shattered
the yoke that burdens them,
the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of his oppressor.



Isaiah 9:5-6

> Every warrior’s boot used in battle

and every garment rolled in blood
will be destined for burning,

will be fuel for the fire.
6 For to us a child is born,

to us a son is given;

and the government will be on his shoulders.

And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.



Isaiah 9:7
7Of the increase of his government and peace
there will be no end.
He will reign on David’s throne
and over his kingdom,
establishing and upholding it
with justice and righteousness
from that time on and forever.
The zeal of the LORD Almighty

will accomplish this.



Isaiah 9:2

’The people walking in darkness
have seen a great light;

on those living in the land of the shadow of death,
a light has dawned.



I[saiah 8:11-22

1 For the LORD spoke thus to me with his strong
hand upon me, and warned me not to walk in the way
of this people, saying: 1? “Do not call conspiracy all
that this people calls conspiracy, and do not fear what
they fear, nor be in dread. 13 But the LORD of hosts,
him you shall honor as holy. Let him be your fear, and
let him be your dread. 14 And he will become a
sanctuary and a stone of offense and a rock of
stumbling to both houses of Israel, a trap and a snare
to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. !> And many shall

stumble on it. They shall fall and be broken; they shall

be snared and taken.”




I[saiah 8:11-22

16 Bind up the testimony; seal the teaching
among my disciples. 171 will wait for the LORD, who is
hiding his face from the house of Jacob, and I will hope
in him. 18 Behold, I and the children whom the LORD
has given me are signs and portents in Israel from the
LORD of hosts, who dwells on Mount Zion. 1 And
when they say to you, “Inquire of the mediums and the
necromancers who chirp and mutter,” should not a
people inquire of their God? Should they inquire of the
dead on behalf of the living?



Isaiah 8:11-22
20'To the teaching and to the testimony! If they will

not speak according to this word, it is because they
have no dawn. ?! They will pass through the land,
greatly distressed and hungry. And when they are
hungry, they will be enraged and will speak
contemptuously against their king and their God, and
turn their faces upward. 22 And they will look to the
earth, but behold, distress and darkness, the gloom of
anguish. And they will be thrust into thick darkness.



I[saiah 9:1-2

INevertheless, there will be no more gloom for
those who were in distress. In the past he humbled the
land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, in the future
he will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the
sea, along the Jordan —

’The people walking in darkness
have seen a great light;

on those living in the land of the shadow of death,
a light has dawned.



The prophets were God’s “covenant prosecutors” who
accused Israel of breaking his covenant and declared
judgment. But besides judgment, there was also grace.
God through the prophets renewed the promise of the
woman’s child, who would bring to God’s people a full
redemption from sin.

- John Frame



Hebrews 2:14-15
Since the children have flesh and blood, he too

shared in their humanity so that by his death he might
destroy him who holds the power of death — that is the
devil — and free those who all their lives were held in
slavery by their fear of death.



Titus 3:3-7

At one time we too were foolish, disobedient,
deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and
pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated
and hating one another. But when the kindness and
love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not
because of righteous things we had done, but because
of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of
rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he
poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our
Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we
might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.



John 1:1-5

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. He was with
God in the beginning.

Through him all things were made; without him
nothing was made that has been made. In him was life,
and that life was the light of men. The light shines in
the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.



Isaiah 9:3
3 You have enlarged the nation;

and increased their joy;
they rejoice before you
as people rejoice at the harvest,
as men rejoice when dividing the plunder.



[saiah 9:4-5
4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat,
you have shattered
the yoke that burdens them,
the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of his oppressor.
> Every warrior’s boot used in battle
and every garment rolled in blood
will be destined for burning,

will be fuel for the fire.



Matthew 11:28-30
Come to me, all you who are weary and

burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon
you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke
is easy and my burden is light.



Isaiah 55:1
Come all you who are thirsty,

come to the waters;
and you who have no money,

come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk

without money and without cost.



Luke 5:29-32

Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his
house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and others
were eating with them. But the Pharisees and the
teachers of the law who belonged to their sect
complained to his disciples, “Why do you eat and
drink with tax collectors and ‘sinners’?”

Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who
need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the
righteous, but sinners to repentance.



[saiah 9:4-5
4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat,
you have shattered
the yoke that burdens them,
the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of his oppressor.
> Every warrior’s boot used in battle
and every garment rolled in blood
will be destined for burning,

will be fuel for the fire.



1 John 4:18

There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out
dear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one
who fears is not made perfect in love.



Isaiah 9:6
6 For to us a child is born,

to us a son is given;
and the government will be on his shoulders.

And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.



Rom. 8:3
For what the law was powerless to do in that it was
weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his
Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering.



Philippians 2:6-7
Who, being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with God something
to be grasped,
but made himself nothing,
taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness.



This child is the ultimate expression of the truth that
God is indeed with us (Immanuel), not for our
destruction, but for our redemption.

- John Oswalt



Isaiah 9:6
6 For to us a child is born,

to us a son is given;
and the government will be on his shoulders.

And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.



Psalm 23:3

He guides me in paths of righteousness
for his name’s sake.



1 Cor. 1:22-24
Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for
wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those
whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ
the power of God and the wisdom of God.



John 14:6-7
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and
the life. No one comes to the Father except through
me. If you really knew me, you would know my Father
as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen

him.”



The Coming One would give wondrous counsel,
unfailing in the depth of its wisdom. For it is true
wisdom which knows that in weakness is strength, in
surrender is victory, and in death is life. So this
Counselor is a wonder because his counsel goes
beyond the merely human.

- John Oswalt



The coming of the Messiah, therefore, is also the
coming of God. The Old Testament looks forward to a

day of the Lord, when Yahweh will come to set things
right.

- John Frame



Colossians 2:9-10

For in Christ all the fullness of Deity lives in
bodily form, and you have been given fullness in
Christ, who is the head over every power and
authority.



John 20:30-31
Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the

presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this
book. But these are written that you may believe that

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by

believing you may have life in his name.



Colossians 1:15-20
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn

over all creation. For by him all things were created;
things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all
things were created by him and for him. He is before
all things, and in him all things hold together. And he
is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning
and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in
everything he might have the supremacy.



Colossians 1:15-20
For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in

him, and through him to reconcile to himself all
things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by
making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.



The only Redeemer of God’s elect is the Lord Jesus
Christ, who, being the eternal Son of God, became
man, and so was, and continueth to be, God and man
in two distinct natures, and one person, forever.

- Westminster Shorter Catechism #21



Romans 5:1

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith
into this grace is which we now stand.



Isaiah 9:7
7Of the increase of his government and peace
there will be no end.
He will reign on David’s throne
and over his kingdom,
establishing and upholding it
with justice and righteousness
from that time on and forever.
The zeal of the LORD Almighty

will accomplish this.



Matthew 28:18

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me...”



2 Corinthians 1:20

For all the promises of God find their Yes in him. That
is why it is through him that we utter our Amen to
God for his glory.



Come, ye sinners, poor and wretched,
Weak and wounded, sick and sore;
Jesus, ready, stands to save you;

Full of pity, joined with power.

He is able, He is able;

He is willing, doubt no more.

- Joseph Hart



Matthew 4:13-17

Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum,
which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun and
Naphtali — to fulfill what was said through the prophet
[saiah: “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way
to the sea, along the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles —
the people living in darkness have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of the shadow of death a
light has dawned.”

From that time on Jesus began to preach,
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”



Zebulun and Naphtali, territories in the northern
portion of Israel known as Galilee of the Gentiles,
regularly received the brunt of assaults from invading
nations. Normally they saw only fearful gloom and
utter darkness. But the day will come when these
people walking in darkness will see a great light, for
the promise of a Davidic descendant who will establish
righteousness forever will be fulfilled. Eventually this
same Galilean territory was the recipient of the light of
the good new of the gospel.

- O. Palmer Robertson



